Zacchaeus the Tax Collector
Zacchaeus was a little man. He was a tax collector and had become rich by making others
pay lots of money in taxes to the Romans and to him. He didn’t have many friends. When
Zacchaeus heard Jesus was in town, he wanted to see him. But Zacchaeus was short and
Jesus was always surrounded by a crowd. So Zacchaeus decided to run ahead of the crowd
and climb a sycamore tree. From there he could watch for Jesus. As Jesus drew closer, he
held his breath excitedly until Jesus stopped right beneath his tree. Jesus looked straight
up at him! “Zacchaeus,” said Jesus with a smile, “come on down. I want to stay at your
house today!” Zacchaeus hopped down. “You are welcome at my house, Jesus,” he said
with a huge grin. But others grumbled, muttering to each other. “Why does Jesus want to
go home with the rich, cheating tax collector? He isn’t good enough for Jesus to come and
stay at his house.” Zacchaeus heard what the people were saying about him and he
wanted to put things right. He turned to Jesus and said, “Master, here and now, I promise
to give half of my money to the poor. If I have cheated anyone in taxes, I will pay them back
four times that amount.” Zacchaeus wanted to turn over a new leaf because Jesus believed
that everyone deserved a new start and now Zacchaeus believed it too!
Bible story based on Luke 19:2-10

What is forgiveness?
We forgive because we are forgiven.
Forgiveness cannot be given or received
unless it is asked for, and the asking
must be genuine and from the heart.
Too often ‘sorry’ is said very easily,
implying: ‘All I need to do is say I’m
sorry and everything will be OK’. Real
repentance demands that we take what
we have done wrong with the utmost
seriousness and have a deep desire not
to do it again.
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